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Michael Duncan
Builders Ltd

Tel: 01358 789 562

New houses ¢ Extensions « Concrete work ¢ Roofing
All drainage & siteworks e« Septic tanks e Patios & driveways
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Est. 1985

michaelduncanbuilders.co.uk
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Hello everyone

At the end of each year, | must thank everyone who plays a part in preparing, printing, invoicing
and delivering this local newsletter. Of course, the paperchain begins with contributors and
advertisers as the ‘ground force’ of the TBC. | know how long it takes to write articles, plan events
and then double check dates to avoid the word ‘clash’.

...... and now that we're at the end of 2025, you will see below the excellent news for our Parish
grouping, Barthol Chapel, Pitmedden, Tarves and Udny, that we have a new Minister. Rev Aquila
Singh’s induction service is detailed below. We will have the formal Presbytery led induction, and
afterwards there will be fellowship, refreshments and the mandatory ‘fine pieces’, which Aquila has
already declared an active interest in. We had the privilege of various church leaders over last 18
months of the vacancy, and thank them too for being part of our Parish over this time.

2026 - let us look ahead to the road which leads to tolerance, understanding, and world peace.
One step at a time.

Best wishes for a Happy Christmas everyone. New Year is not too far behind either.

Ruth
TBC Edlitor

Some words from our Interim Moderator, Rev
\" Alastair Bruce, Ellon Parish Church

1 There is a saying — somewhere between the Bible and
Terry Pratchett — that God’s timing is rarely ours, but
FORMARTINE | it's always interesting. That certainly feels true for
Parish Church | Formartine Parish Church.

Over the past while, through changes and waiting and a
fair bit of paperwork, the congregation across Tarves, Pitmedden, Udny Green and Barthol Chapel
has kept the light of faith shining. As the Interim Moderator, | can honestly say it's been both a
privilege and a gentle surprise — neither the congregation nor | expected to be together quite this
long! But God's providence often has a sense of humour, and a habit of working things out just
right.

That same providence now brings us to a hopeful new chapter, as we prepare to welcome Rev
Aquila, whose induction is planned for Thursday 11th December at 7:30 pm in Pitmedden
Church (though do keep an eye out for final confirmation). We also give thanks for the faithful
ministry of Revs Alison and Gillean, whose years of service laid such strong foundations for what
comes next.

So, as Advent approaches — a season of waiting and new beginnings — we look forward with
gratitude, hope, and a smile. Because in the story of Formartine Parish, God clearly enjoys a good
twist in the tale.

Rev Alastair Bruce

[
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TOLQUHON [
GALLERY 2

Original art in a unique setting beside Tolquhon Castle
Paintings, Sculpture, Ceramics, Glass, Wood, Jewellery

Tolquhon, Tarves, Ellon,AB41 7LP | 01651 842343 | art@tolquhon-gallery.co.uk

www.tolquhon-gallery.co.uk
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Knitting and sewing news

It would take a lot more than one page to add up the number of - = ™

knitting donations for 2025, so here is a short-ish round-up on where e,
knitting has gone in 2025, some familiar groups, other newer ones. ' ; -
These organisations are so thrilled when bags of hat + scarf sets, ,3?:5}- e
neck warmers, cardigans, blankets, teddies, and octopuses arrive on 1‘
their doorstep. )

Aberdeen Maternity Hospital have just launched a new appeal for
baby hats, so we can take these once again and deliver them to NHS Grampian, as we do have a
contact with the Maty. The baby hats must be very pale colours and varied small sizes.
AberNecessities Headquarters in Dyce continue to help disadvantaged children in city and shire,
and the knitters have donated many cold weather hat and scarf sets, plus a wide range of
coloured blankets so children will have a new blanket of their own. That, along with a knitted
teddy or octopus provides such a comfort for a child. https://www.abernecessities.co.uk/
Cyrenians and Street Friends each provide similar services and we have connections to both
organisations and able to donate adult hat/scarf sets, neck warmers and larger blankets for cold,
cold outside weather. https://www.weareac.org/ The Steet Friends organisation supports those
on the streets with a morning street trolley supplying coffee/tea/hot soup along with sandwiches.
Knitted ‘Fish and Chip’ sets go across to Meldrum Parish and they kindly add them to their
shipment for the long sea and overland journey from Scotland to Malawi.
Friends of Anchor - post breast surgery patients in ARI's Anchor Unit are given heart shaped,
polyester filled support cushions, and a number of these have been handed in this year. If you
would like to sew a heart pattern, please contact me - thc.editor@btinternet.com
Meldrum Academy Interact, supported by Oldmeldrum Rotary, received baby/children’s hats and
they in turn helped to fill some of the overseas shoebox appeal across Europe.
Stella Maris, is a charity set up to help seaman from other countries, and knitters were able to
donate a big bag of adult hats, neck warmers and blankets for sharing with these seafarers.
https:/stellamaris.org.uk/
Woodend Hospital’s Orthopaedic Rehab Unit, Stroke Unit and Morningfield regularly welcome
donations of twiddle muffs, octopuses and knee blankets.
Rosewell and Crosby House Nursing Homes are both recipients of knee blankets, twiddle
muffs and octopuses.
All this knitting is willingly donated and comes from our local area and from knitters’ relatives and
friends across Aberdeen City and Shire. Hanover Court Knitters meet in Hanover lounge at 2pm
each Tuesday and new knitters are always welcome. If you have wool you no longer need, then
the group would appreciate adding to their small stock. Your contact for Hanover knitting is Jessie
Simpson 851958

Thank you everyone for being such generous donors to all these
organisations. You can hand in knitting to Formartine Parish Church at
Tarves on a Sunday morning at 11am but please check service venues
on Formartine Parish website first, or at the Tuesday coffee morning in
Tarves at 10am.

Ruth - on behalf of the Parish and all these kind and generous
knitters.

&
A.ﬁ Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : December 2025 - March 2026




- Same day / Next day / Weekend service

+ Puncture repairs

- Light bulb replacement / Wipers

- Brakes inspection & replacement

« Shocks & springs

- Car, Van & 4x4 tyres

- Locking wheelnut removal

- Winter tyres fitted

- Battery check & replacement
MOBILE TYRE FITTERS  .Tyrerotation

AND AUTO SERVICES - Mechanical services o

Professional, Speedy Response
Throughout Aberdeen & Grampian

M . 07796 827738 info@michaelsmobiletyres.co.uk
www.michaelsmobiletyres.co.uk

Cafe48

We are a community cafe in the heart of Pitmedden,
run by staff and volunteers.

253 Great food at affordable prices
NOW OPEN: Tuesday - Sunday 10am till 3pm

10% Off On All Take-Away Orders
Starters | Mains | Desserts | Light Bites | Homebakes | Hot & Cold Drinks

14 Oldmeldrum Road, Pitmedden. AB41 7AG

01651 842346

cafe@udnycommunitytrust.org.uk
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Ellon and District Men’s Shed

The mechanical workshop is
keeping very busy. The latest
completely refurbished motorbike
(BSA — photo) was finished at the
end of October. The guys are now working on a Norton
Commando - which is a complete rebuild from parts in boxes!
For someone wanting to learn about refurbishing motorbikes,
this is a great opportunity to get involved. Push bike refurbishing is also progressing well — but we
could do with more help. If you are interested in bike or motorbike maintenance and would like to
get involved, please contact us — we can potentially put you through pushbike maintenance
accreditation courses.

We held a fund-raising quiz at Ellon Golf Club in October - a fun night was had by all and we also
sold items made in the Shed.

The laser engraver and 3D printers have been very busy. The
laser engraver has been used to make slate place mats, wooden
ornaments, key rings etc.. These have proven to be particularly
popular engraved with golf club, football club logos etc.. Example
photos are attached — we can make bespoke items to order.

The woodworking workshop has been busy making
commemorative poppies, planters, bird boxes etc., refurbishing wooden items etc..

The Shed's Pétanque Club continued meeting on Thursday afternoons. Please see our Facebook
page for announcements about future meeting times. If you are interested, please get in touch.

In collaboration with Aberdeenshire Council Community Learning and Development team, we are
holding ‘Digital Skills’ drop-in sessions on Monday afternoons from 1.30pm. If you need help with
your phone, laptop or computers please come along.

We are again running the Shed Winter Café on Wednesdays from 12t November (11am — 3pm).
Currently planning to run on alternate Wednesdays until end February.

We are helping Arnage Primary School with a children’s pre-Christmas project. We are providing
picture frames, replacing glass with Perspex and fitting them with mount board. The children will
then create the art work to go into the frames.

The Wednesday sessions of the developing Women'’s Shed have been very well received by the
attendees. The induction and training process is a key part of this journey and will take time to
work through to fully establish a stand-alone Women’s Shed. The women attend DIY,
woodworking, 3D printing, laser engraving, picture framing, bike maintenance and two women
have attended a CNC training programme.

}
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Upgrade to stunning uPVC windows that replicate real wood -
minus the maintenance!

www.skelmuirglazing.co.uk

Caall or WhaltsApp:oir To5885
W cap discuss your requirements remotely and, using our windows sl doors
visunllser we can everlsy your claolees onto photos af your beme = ol In real time,

CLAIRE’S €)

HAIR DESIGN
—— & BEAUTY

NEW GIFT SHOP

Please do pop in to view our
constantly changing range of gift items.
No Hair Salon Appoinment needed

@rtﬁ}lﬁys, AnfiiVersavies,

Baby Show@&e;tc Y
¥ ¥
bii o
Wed"9. 30tFII5 Thu9.30 till.6, Fri9.301till.5.

.*ﬁf -'P"'",

S ..—
.-r.-':.

Tolquhon Avenue, Tarves, AB41 7LW"‘

@L 2i8}

.--"‘-in

Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter :

BETTER READ

NEW, SECONDHAND &
ANTIQUARIAN BOOKS
BOCK BINDHNG & REPAR SERVICE
18 ¥THAN TERRACE,
ELLCHN,
ABERDEENSHIRE
AB4T Sl
Eﬂlas@h&ttaramad-m.uk
(01358) 729922
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The Men’s Shed will carry on being run as a social/hobby place for men. The underpinning need
for a dedicated men’s shed hasn’t changed. If you are interested, please contact us on either
ellonmensshed@gmail.com or ellonwomensshed@gmail.com.

If you are interested in visiting the Shed, or becoming a member, we would love to see you — we
are open 10am-4pm on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. Please check our website
(www.ellonmensshed.org) and Facebook (facebook.com/EllonMensShed) for updates on opening
times efc..

“This Project was supported by the Scottish Government’s Rural Community Led Local
Development Fund 2024/25

B -
] - .
o'n, A7A wow==, Aberdeenshire
ActonGroup =k b COUNCIL

J Scottish Government fh JUSTTRANSITION

Riogholtos na h-Alba PARTICIPATORY BUDGETMG FUND
v ..

1] S ERELE R L mng .

Barthol Chapel Climate Group — December 25 update

The Trustees of the Barthol Chapel Community Hub have been brilliant at engaging with the
community to find out what kinds of groups people would like to see—and then helping bring those
ideas to life. Thanks to their support, we held our very first Barthol Chapel Climate Group meeting
back in March.
We were joined by Jamie from NESCAN, who has been fantastic from the start—always ready
with advice, encouragement, and practical support. Our group usually has around six or seven of
us at each meeting, but it is very relaxed and welcoming. Anyone is free to join in whenever they
can.
We were also grateful to George from Udny Climate Action Group who shared insights from their
Action Plan, which gave us a real boost of motivation and ideas. Although many of us were
already environmentally conscious in our own ways, we agreed
that our group would focus on two key aims:

1. Raising awareness of climate issues and sustainable

living.
B 2. Benefiting the wider
ﬁm [k community and encouraging
% ! ke community spirit.

yE o % Since then, we've been
meeting regularly to talk about
the issues that matter to us
locally and how we can take




Barthol Chapel Hub news
MEET # SHARE # LEARN % CELEBRATE

S
Sthas o

Waeare thrilled that aswell as the E100,485 we have been awarded from The Soottish Land Fund
[ELF), 1o purchase the-obd kirk in Barthol Chapel, we have now been swarded a further E20K from

the National Lotteny Comimunity Fund which wall Be used 1o upgrade fire sefety standarcds,
heating and tofiet faciitie:. Our Project Officer [appointed in September with SUF funding]) is
helping us todive the project fonward at speed.

Ewents continue to help us ratse funds for inning oosts and towards the refurbishment .
Comee along and suppoet the project. All ane welcome!

WHAT'S ON AT THE HUB
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Emat infoibartholchapelhub org for more information
BECOME A MEMBER!
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action. We've made some improvements to the Community Hub, explored future plans, and made
sure the Climate Group has a presence at Hub events. We've also encouraged other groups—like
the Youth Club and the Craft Club—to get involved.
Inside the Hub, we've created a dedicated book swap space with organised shelves that everyone
is welcome to use. The Youth Club helped decorate recycling bags for use within the Hub, which
has added a lovely personal touch.
At the plant sale in May, we hosted a table for seed and gardening book swaps, and John and

i Kate Malster from Curam Fyvie kindly
donated native plants for people to take home
~ and plant in their gardens. It was a lovely way
to share and connect.

For NESCAN'’s Climate Week North East, we
organised two events. One was with the Craft
Club, where we made draught excluders from
< upcycled materials and tried out the donated
sewing machine. The other was a sell-out
wildflower seed collection workshop, run by
NESBIP and Curam Fyvie. It was held around
the Hub and brought people together to learn
about the importance of local wildflowers—everyone really embraced nature that day.

We have also now got a separate gardening club, which is open to anyone who'd like to join.
Looking ahead, we're exploring ideas like:
e  Community gardening plots around the Hub
Courses on growing fruit and veg
Surplus produce donations
A community wildflower corridor for bees
Talks on home renewable energy and sustainable heating
Clothes repair workshops
Environmental film screenings
And possibly even a repair café!

It's been inspiring to see how much can grow from a shared passion for sustainability and
community. We're excited for what's next—and always happy to welcome new faces. Come and
join us on the second Thursday of every month at the Community Hub at 19:30.

Victoria Prendergast 07779 543822

£
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A.WALLACE
TREE SURGERY

ABERDEENSHIRE
EST. 2020

o TreeFelling
« Crown Reduction/thinning/lifting

e Dismantling

» Hedge Maintenance
» Firewood

« Emergency Call out

Cit
Tel: 07807654202 Gu?ﬁg

Email: Wallacetrees@outlook.com E,EFM

P
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Barthol Chapel School

Head Teacher: Mrs Gillian Newlands

St Katherines, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, AB51 8TD
01651 267440
bartholchapel.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
www.bartholchapel.aberdeenshire.sch.uk

Twitter: @BartholChapSch

School Show! The stage is set and the excitement is building! We have
reached that time of year when the school is full of glitter, sparkle and
anticipation. Our learners continue to thrive on the challenges and the wide

range of experiences we are fortunate enough to provide them at Barthol T
Chapel School. We extend a big ‘Thank you'’ to all families and individuals GULTURE. LRTE
who have supported the school this year. Your contributions really do make a

difference! As always, we have linked our learning to the 17 interlinked #ugﬂ-t_ﬁa_,f
global goals designed to be a "blueprint to achieve a better and more 2 :‘" b .
sustainable future for all". Our Global Goal of the month is Global Goal 3 — -.",‘ ”ﬁ-
Good Health & Wellbeing which is linked to this year's whole school ‘_."'. : :' .
production along with Article 31 of the UNCRC! -*{Jl‘_-
This year our school show is The Jingle Book! Frog 'mﬂ-'.*

‘Four children discover an ancient book with

magical powers that leads them on a quest to save Christmas.

With the atmosphere of Narnia, the comedy of The Grinch, and the
fantasy of The Box of Delights, The Jingle Bookis a tale of
adventure, goodwill, and the magic of Christmas.

Piper, Jim, Mina, and Kai find an extraordinary, old book at their
local Christmas fair. It seems to be sending them messages and they
discover that it is guiding them on a journey to return the book to its
rightful owner.

But who does the book belong to? Why is it so important? And who
is the horrible Jagger Spitz, who will stop at nothing to thwart the
children on their quest?’

Make sure to save the dates of our school show and escape to a land
of Christmas magic & wonder! Wednesday 10t December 2pm & Thursday 11th December
6.30pm.

The pupils have been developing the skill of Leadership and Enterprise from our

Barthol Chapel Skills Framework by managing the entire production. The pupils have

also been involved in publicising the event, selling and costing tickets.

The pupils have also written letters to Mike Rodgers to kindly ask him

to provide lighting, sound effects and a sound system to enhance the

performance. Also, through the Drama and Music Curriculum, pupils Creativity
have been showcasing their creativity skills through acting, singing,
playing musical instruments, planning costumes, scenery and props! l:"’“"“v,,, &

o
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quality accommodation, | THE | 0
food & drink ABE RDEEN b

EST- 1818 % TARVES

T:01651 8561214
Monday - Thursday « 5pm-9pm
Friday - Saturday - Noon-2pm & 5pm-9pm
Sunday « Noon-8pm

The Square, Tarves, Ellon, AB41 7GX

Eat Drink Stay

fo
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It is amazing to be able to have the whole community come together to enjoy this event —itis a
real highlight in the year of Barthol Chapel Community.

We would also like to thank the local businesses who responded to the pupils letters
and donated gifts and prizes for our Christmas raffle.

Open Evening
Last term our whole school Context for Learning was ‘On
the Fairm’! Linking to Global goal 15, Life on land and
UNCRC Atrticle 24. Our learners explored where food
comes from how it is processed, how advertising of food can have an
impact on food choices, the nutrients in food
and making food produce such as smoothies.
As we had learnt so much we wanted to share this
at our Open Evening where pupils took ownership
of their learning and created different stations to
investigate and learn about the food journey
they had been on. This used lots of skills for
Learning, Life and work such as Teamwork,
Critical Thinking and Creativity so parents and
carers could enjoy our favourite experiments
that we had learned about.
World Mental Health Week
Our Health Leadership

ﬁ“‘.%

i '.E"’,
Group wanted to raise - .=
awareness for World Mental R
Health Day. They linked this e

to our school improvement o
plan using the Zones of Regulation.
The pupils decided and planned a range of activities for our whole school
outdoor learning including six different stations
of mindfulness colouring, reading, listening to
nature, create a nature picture, yoga and
breathing cards. We practised using these
and discussed how they can help us regulate
our emotions.
We have been developing our knowledge of
appropriate strategies and activities to help us
regulate our emotions. Developing our understanding
of the zones of regulation which links to UNCRC
Article 6 - Life, Survival and Development. ‘
Community Café As part of our relationship with our =
@1’ community the pupils baked for the Community Café that was held on
Saturday 13 September. We used apples from our school tree and also
Creativity  developed our skills for learning, life and work. Focusing on skills such
as critical thinking, teamwork and creativity.

Critical
Thinking

o
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WILLIAM LOBBAN
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

Thinking about home building or improvements?

| specialise in extensions, garage conversions, and
home transformations across Aberdeenshire.

| can guide you from the first sketch to planning
approval and technical design, with a focus on creating
spaces that work beautifully for real life.

Clear, simple design process

Local knowledge

Planning + building warrant support
Based in Aberdeenshire

Free initial consultation

& 07540 296145
& wlobban@live.co.uk

o
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Fundraising Again, as
part of our Rights

Respecting School
journey we have chosen
to fundraise for Poppy
Scotland

during the First World War.
Rag Bag Recycling Scheme

We discussed the Importance of Remembrance
Day and how it is important to honour those involved and to remember the
past so that hopefully we can learn from it. We also

made a wreath to lay at Barthol Chapel Church as part

of our Remembrance Service led by Caroline Brown.

At Barthol Chapel School we recognised that the

poppy is a sign of hope, inspired by the poppy fields where

the flowers grew on the land thahad been the battlegrounds

A reminder that we have a Rag Bag Container in our school
playground. The 'Rag Bag' recycling scheme has been developed to
provide regular fundraising for schools in Scotland. The scheme
increases awareness about textile recycling. Please think of us if you
are having a clear out. We can accept clothing, paired shoes,
handbags, belts etc. Just pop them into a bag and deposit in the

container.

A huge thank you to the community for supporting this important
fundraiser. We have been amazed at how quickly it fills up. On
average due to a decrease in the payment per kg we are receiving
approximately £40 every three months!

Fairtrage Open House at Bonnyton

as much as we enjoyed your company. See you next year!!!

Fairtrade bringing hope in a troubled world

This event is organised by Mid-
Formartine Fairtrade Group.

If you are interested in the group and
what we do please contact us at
annemaspden@yaho0.co.uk

Wow! What an amazing week!!T . The 32nd "Fairfrade Open House™ has turned
out to be as fantastic as we had hoped. We have welcomed upwards of 600 folk,
and sold over £18,000 of Fairtrade products—smashing the previous record. At
a time of so much bad news, war and climate problems, Fairtrade is a ray of hope
for small producers and marginalised groups. Thank you so much to all who have
come and on behalf of the many producers who have benefitted from your
purchase of fairly traded goods,- we thank you. We hope you enjoyed your visit

1 bmtior donsl
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Chimney Sweep i &

DIAMOND CHIMNEY SWEEPS LTD

Qualified Professional Certified
Master Chimney Sweep
Traditional and Rotary Power Sweeping
CCTYV and Pressure Integrity Testing
Solid fuel stove appliance Service and Maintenance

John Stone 07594634409

e Email john@diamondsweeps.com
s I A www.diamondsweeps.com

v ST oo Membership Number 0002205

..‘.'-_l |: !. 'I_" | - '.I .|" l__'
Trusted Trader

talborbad Coaarion E Tres Pruning
Permaobure Detign ¥ Fordger &oarden
B ConpuHanny witcfioioery
Food Foregts Tree Planhng

Joshua Coveney  OHGGABOIIS
ecological-gardens@outook.com

@ ecological _gardens £ =cological cardens




Thanks to generous funding from Coop we

kicked the term off with a fantastic Festival Q
themed district fun day - bringing together

100 girls and leaders from Tarves, Pitmedden m
and Methlick. We enjoyed a silent disco and et Tarves

ice cream station in the Aberdeen Arms,
inflatables in the Melvin Hall, crafts in the
Youth Hall, cooking dampers over fires outside and exploring the Tarves Heritage Centre. Great
fun was had by all and it was declared ‘The best day ever!'.

Our Brownies were delighted to plan and host their fundraising
Macmillan coffee evening on Wednesday 1st October. Thanks
to the incredible generosity and support of friends and family we
once again smashed previous totals and raised an incredible

| £468.40 for a very worthwhile cause.

Thank you so much to residents of Murray, Pringle and Braiklay
Av, Stuart Crescent, Presly Gardens, Duthie Rd, Tree Rd,
Manse Walk & Bede Way for supporting L4
our Halloween trick or treat with a twist again this year. Instead of sweets,
Tarves Brownies and Guides joined together to collect donations for
Aberdeenshire North Foodbank. On a wild and windy night, we collected
410.76kg!! THANK-YOU

We had great fun creating our ‘Sponge Bob’ as part of the Tarves Heritage
Centre Scarecrow trail and several of our girls took part in the
Remembrance service at Tarves Kirk and did a beautiful job reading the -
Roll of Honour. We are looking forward to finishing the term with Christmas crafts and games,
making gingerbread houses for the church display and a much-anticipated trip to Inverurie
pantomime with Rainbows, Brownie, Guides, Rangers and leaders from Haddo District to see
Snow White.

Are you looking for a new adventure?

We were very sad to say goodbye to a long-time member of the team this term. Jill (Midge)
helped re-start the unit in Tarves almost 10 years ago and we have shared many adventures, fun
times and supported hundreds of girls on their Brownie journeys along the way. As a busy and
active unit, we are desperately looking for some new volunteers to come onboard, join the team
and help keep this unit going.

Volunteering at Girl Guiding is not just about giving back; it's about personal

growth, community engagement, and having fun while making a positive impact on the lives of you
ng girls. Whether you are looking to develop skills, meet new

people, or simply enjoy rewarding experiences, Girl Guiding offers a fulfilling

opportunity for everyone. Does this sound like something you are interested in? Contact Caroline
at Tarvesbrownies@gmail.com for more information.

1st Tarves Brownies (for girls aged 7-10) meet on a Wednesday evening

6.15-7.30pm at Tarves Primary School. Please email Tarvesbrownies@gmail.com; for further
information or check out https://www.girlguiding.org.uk .

£
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STUDIO BROON
Chartered Architect

We provide a full range of architectural services for projects big and small
across Aberdeenshire & Moray, with particular expertise in
conservation areas & listed buildings. If you have or are considering
a project, then get in touch to arrange a FREE CONSULTATION!

Q%R
) l.' 1
1 )

&)

w%
e
4 % W W H CLIENT REVIEW of Vanessa Brown, June 2023:

“Very experienced...From design to completion we could not fault the way
she dealt with us...Her ideas and consultation process was second to

77

none...Upmost professionalism...Could not recommend her more highly.

www.studiobroon.co.uk | vanessa@studiobroon.co.uk | 07783118977
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Coffee, tea & biscuits are
Coffee served in Tarves Kirk every
o Tuesday morning
(w along and join us - it’s a great
way to meet and make new
friends. Only £2 per adult
Tuesday 9 December. We will resume on
Tuesday 13 January 2026

from10-11am so do come
The last coffee morning of this year is on
Community Transport Centre

Do you need help with transport to appointments?

Royal Voluntary Service has a 1-1 community transport service. It is

provided by our friendly team of volunteer drivers, who drive their own
vehicles and can assist taking people to a range of appointments,

SERVICE whether that be going to the GP, hospital, optician, dentist, a social

club, hairdresser or visiting a family member/friend in hospital or care home — we are here to help.

Our Volunteer Drivers are fully trained and PVG checked.

Operating Hours
The service operates Monday to Friday during the hours of 10am to 4pm.

Is this chargeable
? Yes, we charge by mileage.

How do I refer:

We welcome referrals from anyone of adult age, who cannot access public transport or has a
disability which prevents them from driving or has no other means of transport.
Volunteering - do you want to help your local community?

If you would like to join our Aberdeenshire team as a Driver or Service Support Volunteer you can
search for volunteering opportunities on
https://lwww.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/volunteering/ To find out more about referring or
volunteering please call the Aberdeenshire team on 01224 937110 or email
grampiansupport@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk

)
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Aberdeenshire Lieutenancy
The Lord-Lieutenant’s Update

Her Royal Highness the Princess Royal’s visits to Aberdeenshire
The Aberdeenshire Lieutenancy was delighted to
N welcome Her Royal Highness the Princess Royal to
i Aberdeenshire recently. The Princess Royal visited
three Aberdeenshire venues; Sinclair Agricultural
and Recycling Services Ltd (SARS), Udny, Mackies
of Scotland and Bennachie Parish Church. | was
honoured to welcome Her Royal Highness to
Mackies of Scotland. Her Royal Highness met
members of the Mackies’ team, explored Mackies’
sky to scoop journey, and learned more about the
passion and care that goes into making their ice
cream and chocolate.
Miss. Sarah Mackie DL welcomed Her Royal
Highness to SARS. At SARS The Princess Royal
met the Sinclair family, team members, selected
suppliers and supporters of the business. The visit
highlighted how the sixth-generation farm business
= ___...-‘ has diversified into becoming an industry leader in
agricultural contracting, waste management and renewable energy.
Her Royal Highness'’ final visit of the day was to Bennachie Parish Church Kemnay where she
was welcomed by Mrs. Lorna
Smith DL. Host for the visit was
Rev. Neil Meyer. The enlarged
parish was formed in September
2023 by the union of what was
originally eight congregations:
Blairdaff, Chapel of Garioch,
Cluny, Echt, Midmar, Kemnay,
Kintore and Monymusk as part of
the Church of Scotland’s
readjustments through its 2019
Radical Action Plan. Worship is
sustained by technology, including
live streaming, pre-recorded and
joint services. The Princess Royal
was given the opportunity to
witness Bennachie's innovative approach to worship first-hand. She watched the other four places
of worship in the parish go live on screen and heard greetings from Monymusk, Kintore, Echt and
Chapel of Garioch. Following her visit to Kemnay Parish Church Her Royal Highness toured the
Commonwealth War Graves at the Kemnay Church cemetery, led by local historian, Mr. Duncan
Nownie, and Commonwealth War Graves representative, Mr. Scott Laird. She then moved on to

&
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Kemnay Church Centre where she met
volunteers who support the church community
in cafes, children’s activities and charities.
Anniversaries, Birthdays and Honours
Myself, or one of my Deputies are always
delighted to visit on the day of special
milestones, 60th, 70t or 75t wedding
anniversaries and 100t and 105t birthdays and
present a card and personal congratulations.
Please do look at our web site for further
information:

The Aberdeenshire Lieutenancy would like to
know of any individual or voluntary organisation
who has made an exceptional contribution for
the wider benefit of others in their community.
The Lieutenancy will assist in giving full
consideration for appropriate recognition.
www.lord-lieutenant-aberdeenshire.co.uk or
contact us on info@lordlieutenant-
aberdeenshire.co.uk

ﬁ@ You can also follow us on

Facebook and Instagram — ‘Lord-Lieutenant of
Aberdeenshire’

Very best wishes to you all
Sangly Manson, #1s Majesty s Lorq-Lientenant f/l'}.er(eemﬁz're

Hanover Court news . - . .

We are getting ready for the Christmas season at Hanover. HANOVER SC0TL AN
Our knitting group are still busy with all the hats, scarves and T
neck warmers! We have a healthy group of ladies and not forgetting George who comes along

and helps with the tea! We meet at 2pm, on Tuesday afternoons in the lounge at Hanover.

We are looking forward to our Christmas dinner at the Murly Tuck again this year! Then there will
be excitement waiting to see what we’ve got in our secret Santa parcels.

We still have our coffee mornings 3 times a week, Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings in
Hanover lounge, that you are all welcome to visit for a small donation towards the teas and
coffees. Jessie Simpson 851958
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John S. Middleton

Electrical Contractor

Alan Middleton

4 The Square W
Tarves RN ERNE

Ellon
AB41 7JW

Tel: 01651 851662
Fax: 01651 851527

e

E:HARLES LIGERTWOOD
JOINERS
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W

Long-Established, Reliable Joiner

Charlie Ligertwood
Rowan Cottage
3 Tree Road
Tarves, ELLON
AB41 7JY

Tel: 01651 851502
Mob: 07889 770250

L5

Haddo Estate
Firewood

Order online al

www, haddofirewood.com

Jim Dow -
Pest Control quf@
i o Moles
* o Mice
;.II 4
.“ .""l:.;.u 1 e Rats
A%
. o Wasps

Domestic : Commercial : Agricultural

1 Balcairn Cottages
Oldmeldrum, Inverurie
Aberdeenshire AB51 OEU

Mob: 07778 579399

enquiries@jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk
www.jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk

jimdowpestcontrol




Do You Love to Sing? Join the Ythan Singers!

The Ythan Singers are an Ellon-based four-part choir (soprano, alto, tenor, and
bass) made up of a wonderful mix of singers — from those just finding their
voices to seasoned performers. What unites us all is our love of music,
community, and joy!
If you'd like to be part of our friendly group, we'd love to welcome you. We
rehearse every Monday at 7:30pm in the Ellon Parish Kirk Centre. There’s no need to audition
— just bring your enthusiasm and a smile!
You can find more information about us on:

o  Facebook: @YthanSingers Website: www.ythansingers.co.uk

We've had a fabulous season so far, performing at Logie Buchan and Belhelvie, where we chased
away the dreich autumn afternoons with lively crowd-pleasers like “Mamma Mia” and “A Tribute to
Queen.” With audience members clapping, stomping, and singing along, the atmosphere was
electric!

We were also delighted to share the stage with Musical Midgies, the delightful children’s group led
by our talented Musical Director, Morag Simpson. Their performances brought extra sparkle to our
concerts, leaving everyone uplifted and full of joy.

If you missed these wonderful events, don’t worry — there’s still time to catch us before the year
ends! We have two festive concerts coming up to celebrate the season:
National Trust for Scotland Carol Service

¥ Methlick Kirk

{2 Sunday 7th December, 3pm
™ Tickets available via Eventbrite — search “NTS Members Centre: Carols for Christmas.”

& Ythan Singers Christmas Concert

¥ Ellon Parish Church

{® Sunday 14th December, 3pm
I Tickets available from choir members or at the door.

In 2026, we also have our concert of popular music on Friday 27t March at 7:30pm in Ellon Parish
Church, and by popular demand a return of our May Music Extravaganza in Aberdeen Music Hall
on Saturday May 231 at 3pm. Please do check our website and Facebook page for any updates.
Come along, enjoy the music, and celebrate the joy of the season with us — we can't wait to see
you there!

ythansingers@yahoo.co.uk

[
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LEIGH-LOUISE
DECORATING

Raliable and frendly local painter & decorator with owver
25 years experience. From small jobs to wholbe houses.
Mo Vak

» Interior Painting
= Exterior Painting
= Spraying

* Wallpapering

» Wood Staining

Message or call 07983 0210
of fimd me on Facebook at

Leigh - Louise Decorating.

JAN’S AUTOS
TARVES

* Full Vehicle Diagnostics
* Servicing & Repairs

* Tyres, Exhausts & Batteries
* Brakes Inspection & Supply
* MOT Preparation

ianskene341@gmail.com

T: 07759 495250
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Tarves Tennis Club news — Nov 2025

From the concrete court of Tarves to the grass of Wimbledon and the clay of Roland Garros,
tennis never sleeps. Each week, our community court brought new drama, fresh faces, and the
familiar roar of Tarves legends refusing to fade.

Those summer evenings served up spectacles that, in our eyes, rivalled McEnroe and Borg's
battles, Graf and Seles in their prime, and Federer and Nadal trading art for endurance. The
floodlights might have flickered, but the passion never dimmed.

Off the court, the club ran the first TTC Golf Tournament at Oldmeldrum Golf Course. The hotly
contested 18 holes went down to the wire under the late summer sun. Early challenger Paul Friel
swung with confidence across the front nine, but his race to glory was cut short at the tenth hole
as he was forced to return to Pringle Avenue for a Tesco delivery.

Swapping the swing of the carpenter's hammer for a golf club, Stuart Massie drove his way to a
silver finish. The master craftsman was pipped to the championship by the Vice President, whose
consistent play brought the title home.

Rounding off the summer season,
and in an effort to raise funds for a
very worthy cause, the club built and
ran a coconut shy at the Hamish
Dear Warm Hugs football
tournament. The team raised £140
for the charity, with over 1,400 tennis
balls thrown at the coconuts. Winners
were awarded a neep, with Jane
Cattanach from Tarves Heritage
crowned Supreme Thrower as the
only participant to knock all five
coconuts down with five balls.

The winter season will bring a quieter
few months as we prepare to reopen
in spring 2026. As always, anyone
looking to borrow the net can get in
touch on 07921 863682 or visit 2
Pringle Avenue.

Yours ace-fully
John Sleigh
TTC VP

Supreme thrower Jane Cattanach with
Coconut Wrangler Paul Friel

o
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News from the Square \

The village flowers have been “blooming” wonderful this summer
especially the begonias in the hanging baskets at the Murly Tuck and
across from Duthies. But even though they were still flowering recently,
they had to be lifted, dried off and stored for another year.

The big bed where | stand has been planted with winter pansies,
polyanthus and bulbs as has the big planter at the end of Manse Walk
and in front of the Heritage Centre but the wooden tubs are empty and
some of them need to be replaced but that is up to whoever takes over
. from my side kick. He is ready for a well-earned rest but he will still look
after me as best as possible.

CWishing you all a very happy Ghristmas and best wishes for 2026,
“The Tawes Pleeman”

Tarves Community Council

Tarves Community Council are organising a Community Meeting at the Melvin Hall on the
afternoon of Sunday 18th January 2026 to discuss Village Amenities and their ongoing
maintenance within our public spaces. To date Gordon Brown and a team of community minded
volunteers have maintained the flower baskets, tubs and floral displays within the village, as you
will be aware from the last issue of the TBC Gordon has decided to hang up his spade and take a
back seat. The Community Council wish to place on record our thanks to the team for there
dedication to keeping our village beautiful. Simultaneously a Defibrillator Training Session will be
provided for interested residents, full details of how to book your place will be published on the
Tarves Community Facebook page at the beginning of January 2026.

Maintenance & Refilling of Grit Bins in the Tarves Parish

Due to financial pressure Aberdeenshire Council have taken the decision to remove the majority of
Grit Bins in Tarves and 1 in Barthol Chapel. Only 3 will remain in Tarves;- Old Aberdeen Road,
Kirk Brae and Manse Walk. With 1 at Ythsie and 1" at Tolquhon to remain.

An unrealistic offer to adopt a grit bin was suggested however no offer of supplying grit or funding
towards the purchase of this was made. We have raised concerns with our Local Councillors and
would urge everyone to contact them to seek changes to this decision in order to mitigate against
the considerable risk placed on vulnerable pedestrians and road users. Their contact details are:-

cllr.a.hassan@aberdeenshire.qgov.uk , cllr.p.johnston@aberdeenshire.gov.uk , cllr.j.nicol@aberde
enshire.qov.uk , cllr.d.ritchie@aberdeenshire.qov.uk

£
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BOSCH
Service

® ) 4
-

MASSIE
MECHANIC

Opening Hours
Mon-Thu

7.30 - Bpm,
Friday 7.30-5pm

OUR SERVICES

Full Servicing

Class 7 & 4 MOT

BOSCH Diagnostics
Lazer Wheel Alignment
Tyre fitting and balancing

ADAS Calibration
Chutch replacements
Air Condition Re-charge

Enpine Repairs ¢ SMTA
Electrical Repairs ok

INFO@MASSIEMECHANICAL.CO.UK

W W MASSIEMECHANICALCOUK




Tarves Graveyard Volunteer Group

Recent weather has certainly put a halt
to any significant work in the cemetery
but we will be keeping a check over the
winter months. After several
days/weeks of group activity we finally
got the bulk of the weeding done, but of
course weeds are still growing and will
need ongoing work. We have been
working on straightening some of the
rows so it looks much tidier and we are
delighted to have the small gates back
in place after their removal for repair and painting. We will wait now until spring to work on the
main gates and railings. In the meantime, we are looking forward to some social time together
when we meet up for our Christmas meal.

We were delighted to have more than £70 in donations in our collecting box in the Tarves
Pharmacy and are using some of this for winter flowers and spring bulbs. Thank you so much to
all who donated. The box is back in the Pharmacy again for anyone who would like to support the
work being done.

If you are interested in volunteering with the group next season please call or message Hilda

Bruce on 07711 358201 or Moira Minty on 07800 953127.

Mid-Formartine Guild
“Whose we are and Whom we serve”
We ended our summer session of meetings with a service of
Dedication and Thanksgiving for the Guild in Pitmedden Kirk,
organised and conducted by our own members reflecting on our

current theme of Living Stones. We also celebrated the wider work of Scottish Charity
the Guild supporting projects throughout the world. No SC006056

In the first 9 months of the 4 new current projects, the Guilds across Scotland have already raised
over £107,000. As part of our own fund-raising efforts, we propose having a Soup & Sweet lunch
in the New Year. Look out for details of this on social media and posters.

Our one meeting during the winter is a social get together in December at The Murly Tuck when
we will have a Christmas Meal and enjoy fellowship together

Wishing yow all a jeypul Chiistmasd and may we all have a
\ peaceful New Yearn wilth Godd Blessing

£
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GARIOCH

HIGHLAND | Single Malt Scotch Whisky

e

D ECEMBER OPENING TIMES :

1st to 24th December: Open daily 10am - 4pm
Closed 25th & 26th December

27th to 31st December: Open daily 12pm - 4pm

JANUARY OPENING TIMES :
From 3rd January to 28th February, daily, 11am - 4pm

Embark on a Founder’s Tour of the
distillery during January or February.

Visit www.glengarioch.com and at checkout
enter the code TBCN to receive your discount.

Glen Garioch Distillery, Distillery Road,
Oldmeldrum, Aberdeenshire, AB51 0ES
T: +44(0) 01651 873450

E: glen.garioch@beamsuntory.com

[A@Glengarioch

www.glengarioch.com




FROM HADDO ARTS

SIGN UP TO OUR MAILING LIST TO BE THE
FIRST TO KNOW ABOUT OUR 2026 SEASON

£
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CLAYMORE

— B MES —

HOMES AS INDIVIDUAL AS YOU

RESERVE YOUR PLOT TODAY
WWW,.CLAYMOREHOMES.CO.UK

o
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Would You Spend £770,000 on a Guest
Speaker!!

One hundred years ago, John Duthie Webster,
3 a Tarves resident spent £10,000 of his own
HIZE money to attract a famous speaker to address
the Tarves Literary Society - for one hour!
(£770,000 today adjusted for inflation).

It sounds extraordinary, and although
true, it is only part of the story. The money was not a fee for the speaker's personal use, but
targeted giving from a philanthropist. It was to be used for setting up an experimental farm
associated with the Rowett Institute. The talk was a condition of the gift - the donation to science
was leveraged to develop interest in Tarves Literary Society.

Tarves Heritage exists to spread stories from the past to people in the village, the parish
and further abroad. The bread-and-butter activities consists of: school visits to experience our
Victorian classroom; summer opening where one can look round the changing displays in the
museum. Then there are winter talks on a variety of subjects, the first one of the winter
programme with Charley Buchan giving us in depth background to the information on the Tarves
Literary Society that's held in the Centre, as well as one-off days like 'Doors Open' and events like
the 'Scarecrow' competition

The literary society came to a stop in 1960 but there are still materials that can be pulled
together: people have kept programme cards; there are notes about speakers and subjects. With
the perspective of at least sixty-five years, one can see that people in Tarves were interested in
scientific advance and political developments. However, my favourite subject for a meeting came
from a time before TV entertainment, when a sense of humour still shines through to today.
Members were asked to speak for ten minutes each on an allocated subject, out-with their normal
experience, and our 'millionaire" above was tasked with speaking about being unemployed...

The 'Scarecrow' competition has been themed lately, and has attracted some valiant
efforts. It can be difficult to give full scope to artistic licence and also cope with Aberdeenshire's
weather - the Heritage team's Desperate Dan lost his head in the wind and rain. Ironic
considering how strong he should be. We might pause on this activity to let the village recover for
a year.

o
larves

loritage Project

Tarves Heritage Project tries to vary what we offer and we need your help with this: not
vast sums of money but, potentially, participation. We have had contributors lend items to us that
have helped attract public interest - in recent years, model vehicles, and Star Wars memorabilia.
Of course, we also value our guides who conduct visitors round the museum or do research -
because their efforts are what we truly use to leverage interest in Tarves's heritage.

Lindsay Mathewson, Chair

Tarves Heritage Project 100+ Club

Congratulations to our winners in the third draw of the season 2025-26
Thank you for your support. Draw 3 on Thurs 6 November 2025

£100 £50 £50 £25 £25 £25 £25
No 178 No 10 No 170 No 81 No196 | No 110 No 82

o
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y ghth and di;p ,

girial art is the ultimate gif

own with award winning local Tarves-based artist

Con m fora friendly no-obligation chat and quotation
T Email; pamtwnh@gmall com ~Mobile:07759 823 914
irishartistathome. blogspot-.com ~ edithmcclelland.com (under construction)

Blank Art Note Cards _a_r&avallable at The Murly Tuck Cafe, Tarves AB41 7GX

Plastermg Services

SERVICES

Tel : 01358 761438
Arlene : 07766 433011
Mark : 07801 385980

www.amhservices.co.uk
info@amhservices.co.uk

Tarves, Ellon, Aberdeenshire AB41 7LX

MMA.%




Since our last update, we managed to fulfil an
overdue centenary celebration (centenary + 4!)

with all sections attending an organised group
fun day at Landmark, Carrbridge. Lots of fun
f\ f‘\ was had by all the sections, exploring and
e playing in the park. Waterslides, zip-lines,
U dinosaurs, mazes, a fire lookout tower,

butterflies and forest play areas kept all
entertained throughout the day.

S c o u t s ° Squirrels (age 4 - 6)Squirrels have

. been learning about “people who help us” and

15t MEth I | Ck having fun with zorbs! We have learned some
important emergency aid and had a session

centred on “local superheros” when we were
lucky enough to have a (planned!) visit from an ambulance.

We have been having campfires and scavenger hunts and recently celebrated Diwali by
making Diya lamps and making traditional Burfi sweets.
We made our own wreaths with red handprints for Remembrance Day at Methlick Church.

For the rest of the year, we plan to do some Lego building and junk modelling - recycling old
boxes. We will also be doing some den building, attending the world-wide “Jambowlree”
event and making some Christmas crafts ahead of the all-group Christmas party in
December.

e Beavers (age 6-8)
Beavers have also been having lots of fun bumping into each other with zorbs and playing
other fun games. We had a night at Haddo to watch some bats and it was brilliant to see the
inside of a real ambulance when it visited on the same day as Squirrels. We had an evening
of sand dune running and watching the seals at Newburgh beach. We have hiked to Haddo,
followed by a spooky Halloween party night and a bonfire.

For the remainder of the year, we will have a session on “health and heart,” a night playing
badminton and a film night in the Scout Hut.

We look forward to a visit from the “Critter Keeper” where we get to see and handle lots of
different beasties! We will also be making some Christmas crafts before joining the rest of the
group at the Christmas party.

e Cubs (age 8 -10.5)
Cubs have been learning the countryside code and how we should behave when out and
about and some emergency aid training. We had our annual visit from members of Methlick
Friendship Club when we had a hotly-contested quiz and said goodbye to Leader Bob, after
some 30+ years in Scouting.
This session, we have had a night of basic Cub skills, a problem-solving evening and a
campfire — teaching the Cubs how to safely build, light, control and extinguish a fire. We also
did some campfire singing! We did a hike to Haddo House and had a fun and educational

[
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STRUCTURAL INTEGRATION
Rolfing

Near Tarves
Freedom From Pain

RELIEF FROM:
Neck, Shoulder, Back & é? ?
Leg Pain, Stress, Ageing,

Migraine, Injury, Poor ]

Posture, R.S. I. D 0

FEEL:
Lighter, Taller, Slimmer

10 SESSIONS OF DEEP

CONNECTIVE TISSUE ]
BODYWORK %

DESNA EMSLIE
W
MOB: 07827 667126 Ej £

Facebook: Structural Integration Therapy
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science evening. The Cubs created and acted out some “News Reports” which was
something new, and then we did our version of indoor curling (pushing blocks of ice!) before
having our Halloween party. Most recently we have been doing some DIY and we took part in
the Remembrance Service. Coming up, we have some gardening, cooking, Jambowlree, St.
Andrew’s night and finally the group Christmas party.

e Scouts (age 10.5-14)
Just before summer, we had a cycling evening, followed by an outdoor games session at the
MUGA in Methlick. This term, we have had an evening of tent practice — making sure we can
erect them properly, a visit to the Ellon pump track on our bikes, and we’ve done some
cooking on open fires. Also, we had an evening of disability awareness — experiencing how
some disabilities would affect us. We also did an evening of outdoor archery — some of us
even hitting the targets! We had a night making Halloween decorations before our actual
Halloween party with lots of fun games. We have had a night on basic skills and attended the
Remembrance Service.
Coming up, we have a session planned to go curling in Aberdeen and many other fun
evenings in the plan.
We will end the year at the Christmas party with all other sections.

e Explorers (ages 14 - 18)
We've been busy as always!
Explorers had an evening at the MUGA in Methlick playing some sports and an evening of
camping practice for a planned camp with the Scout section. Ultimately, the camp had to be
postponed due to weather but we will hope to revive the plans in future.
We once again performed the car park marshalling at this year's Aden Music Festival. This
was very successful and a lot busier than previous years!

We have been doing some training for Duke of Edinburgh expedition participants and some
night/dark hiking and navigation around Methlick. We've done some sand sledging on the
dunes at Newburgh and did some more camping practice in preparation for the District
selection camps for next year’s Blair Atholl Jamborette and the World Jamboree in 2027.
Finally, we have had presentations from those Explorers who recently took part in expeditions
for their Explorer Belt in Europe.

We are planning a bag-packing day at Tesco, Ellon in aid of the food bank there. Also, we
have organised a quiz where instead of charging an entrance fee, we will be accepting
donations, again for the food bank. We will end the year by joining all the other sections at
the group Christmas party.

If you are interested in volunteering as a leader or in any other capacity, and want to know more,
please get in touch by emailing methlickscoutgroup@gamail.com or visiting our website at
www.methlickscouts.org.uk/join-us

~
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Sorrells

TAXIS

07887 556299
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AIRPORTS  RAILWAY STATIONS  HELIPORTS  GOLF CLUBS

TO AND FROM TARUES B BEFOND!

CAIRNLEITH FARM YTHANBANK ELLON AB41 7UB
PHOTO COURTESY - THE HOUSE OF SCHIVAS ESTATE
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It has been a busy time at The Hut with the
youth taking part in a litter pick in the park,
the sports court and playground. Then

came the school holidays with The Hut itself
TARVES YOUTH FROJECT having some indoor upgrading work done.

This was followed by Halloween which the
youth at The Hut embraced with great commitment. They made some amazing masks which have
been entered into youth Scotland’s Halloween challenge 2025.

We also had an opportunity to discuss bullying and the different forms it takes, with the group
working in pairs putting themselves in the shoes of the bully and the victim of bullying.

We are now in the process of finalizing the planning for our rock night fundraiser on Saturday 15th
November. This has been a sell-out so should be a very good night. Thank you also to The Band
Vitamin T for playmg and to everyone who purchased tickets and made hamper raffle donations.

Community and parental support make The Hut a
great success as well as the many volunteers who
give up their time to support the youth who attend
weekly.

Glenn, who has volunteered at The Hut for some

& lime now, is having to
step down as a volunteer after Chnstmas but will remain active within
the committee and our handy man. He has been a fantastic volunteer
and the youth will miss him, but we wish him well.

We will be looking for two new volunteers to join us after Christmas, so
if you have time to spare on a Monday 7-9 pm or a Thursday 6:30-8-
30pm please get in contact with us for more information via our email
address: thehutyouthproject@gmail.com;

Or pop into The Hut and see me on a Monday or Thursday at the times above.

Thank you so much again for the community support, it's very much appreciated
Suzanne & The Hut team




Udny Station Indoor Bowling Club

: The 2025/26 season started in late September and will run
_" till April next year. We have managed to retain a healthy
membership, but new members are always welcome. Club and league
competitions are in the process of starting and we hope to have a successful
season. The Club continues to meet on a Monday and Thursday night from 7.30
- 9.30pm in the Tarves Youth Hall. Come along if you fancy having a go.

John Dickson 01651 851317

Tarves Folk Club

The Club continues to meet on the last Friday of every month w—
from 8.30pm in the Aberdeen Arms, and we are grateful for the At 7

Hotel's continued support. We have a small core of regular T AR
performers but would welcome more singers, musicians and ]
listeners each session. Come along and support your local club -LI:- t-h l
if you enjoy live music but please note that we have decided to L]

cancel the December session as it falls on Boxing Day (26th).

John Dickson 01651 851317

+ - MATHS TUITION = =

Do you struggle with Maths? Are you flummoxed by |

algebra or bamboozled by calculus? !
: |
i Gain confidence with our personalised tutoring experience i

i for all levels of Maths in a patient and relaxed environment.!
! I

No question too trivial.

Email or phone today to book your first lesson, and let us
help you succeed

"*Online tuition available*'

Jane & Amy Collinson craigdammaths@gmail.com
01651 851233 PVG registered and DBS checked

r«
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S P A ROV Tarves

Take a fresh
look...

Your local SPAR at the
heart of your commumfy

et - p— " — - ——— 2 ."1.__
o B
| ||
F e 3 . TR

. ]

Monday Saturday 7am - 8pm
Sunday 7am - 6pm

TEOY e @R

AII in your loco S PAR[Y

There for you The Square, Tarves, Ellon AB417GX

o
& Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : December 2025 - March 2026




Over the summer our amazing team of young helpers: Jacob,
Morgan, lona, Isla, Holly, Annabelle, Hannah, Erin, Euan, Brodie,
Sophie, Grace, Skye, Charlie, Libby and Zoe volunteered over
180hours between them to help run our holiday club sessions,
whilst developing personal skills and working towards an
accredited Dynamic Youth Award. As a thankyou we recently
enjoyed a session at Skyline in Inverurie and | was delighted to

‘ hand out 9 DYA Awards.

It was lovely to lead Remembrance assemblies in Pitmedden, Udny Green and Barthol Chapel,
and welcome representatives from Tarves Brownies and Guides who joined us in Acts of
Remembrance in Tarves on Sunday 9t November. We are looking forward to supporting the local
schools with a Walk Through Nativity experience and assemblies on the run up to Christmas.

Our Youth Alpha series has been very well received with an average of nine young people
attending each week. The Youth Alpha day held in Pitmedden Kirk was great afternoon of fun,
fellowship, food, faith exploration and a giant inflatable! Three of our young people joined us at
Kings Church for their United — youth worship event. It was a slightly different experience to what
they are used to but they loved it.

Our Youth Cafes in Barthol Chapel (2n¢ Wednesday of the month 3.30-5.30pm), Pitmedden
(every Thursday 3.15 — 5.15pm) and Methlick (1st & 3¢ Fridays 3.15 — 5.15pm) continue to be
well attended and popular welcoming spaces for young people. P6 and older can meet with
friends and enjoy sociable activities such as table tennis, badminton, pool, crafts and board
games. We welcome young volunteers and sign off on Duke of Edinburgh and Scottish Saltire
Awards. Thank you to Formartine Rural Partnership and Udny Community Trust for their
support of our activities through local community grants.

At a time when finances for the project are particularly challenging we are very grateful to have
been selected by Coop as a ‘community cause’ (registered under Formartine
Parish Church) for their next round of funding support Oct 25-26
https://coopapp.onelink.me/ftOk/g7n2shjd. Please choose us as your
cause next time you swipe your Coop card. Or as you start your Christmas
shopping please consider signing up to easyfundraising — it's so easy and
every time you shop online we can receive a small % at no extra cost to
yourself. https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/formartine-youth-project/
an easy way to ensure we can continue to provide safe spaces and opportunities for the young
people in our community.

Following on from last year’s success we will once again be hosting Gingerbread Village displays
in both Tarves and Pitmedden Kirks. We invite everyone to get creative and
get involved. Houses to measure a maximum of 12" in any direction and to
reduce unnecessary food waste, we ask you to recreate traditional
gingerbread style houses in brown cardboard, decorated as you please

. Templates available on request if required - please contact
carolinefyp@outlook.com.

Houses can be dropped off at Tarves Kirk on Tuesday coffee mornings 10
- 11.30am until 9 December or on Sundays 23 November, and Sunday 7
December 9.30 - 11.30am or by arrangement Come and join us for our
‘Gingerbread Village light switch’ on with carols and refreshments on times on following dates:
Tarves Kirk @ 6pm on 14 December , Pitmedden Kirk @ 5:30pn on 13 December

fo
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Barthol Chapel
Youth Cafe




III!M;I]#1

LY
PROJEET

You are invited to get creative & help
us build a Gingerbread* village in
Tarves kirk this Christmas.

*To reduce unnecessary food waste and promote recycling
wie propose recreating traditional gingerbread style houses
in brown cardboard. Decorate as you please.

Houses to measure a maximum 12" in any direction and to
be dropped off by Friday 127 December. Please make sure
vour name and contact numberfemail are on the house.
Prizes to be won 2

Join us Sunday 14" 6pm for the big light switch on, carols
dand refreshments.

For more information, to arrange drop off or if you would
like a template to work with please contact

Carolinefyp@oUtioOR.COM  Luices can be dropped of:

Tuesday mornings 10-11am
throughout December.
Sunday 7" 9.30- 11 30am
Friday 12 Sam=3pm

O by @rrdngdiment,
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November 25 update

Udny Climate Action was busy during Climate Week North
East with a number of events:

o The Swap Shop held over the last weekend of September

attracted just over 1000 visitors - many thanks to all our

volunteers without whom we couldn't manage the organisation involved.

¢ Inrather windy weather, we planted bulbs along the Oldcraig path and at the mini nursery.

o We organised another of our regular meetings visiting Pitmedden homes with renewable
energy heating systems (heat pumps and biomass). Interest in coming to chat about how to
decarbonise our homes remains high and we will run another early next year.

e The Repair Cafe held during Climate Week saw an increase in numbers with people bringing
a range of objects needing to be mended.

e  Ourannual Create from Waste Competition, competition was open to all ages this year -
children and adults, attracted 60 entries we had everything from an army tank to a golf
course! A special thank you to our amazing judges and to everyone who took the time to
send in an entry.

e We had a stall about retrofit and heat pumps at Udny Community Trust's Winter Warm and
Well event.

As well as all this, we had a stall at the
Medan Centre when Udny Community
Trust hosted a group of delegates
representing the European Rural
Parliament who were Scotland visiting
North East. It was great to hear what
people from a range of countries are
doing to strengthen rural areas and to
have the chance to share the initiatives
Udny is taking to address global
warmina.

Going into 2026 we look forward to welcoming you back to our regular Swap Shops and Repair

Cafe.

e The Repair Café meets from 6-8pm on the 3rd Monday of every month in The Medan
Centre Quarry Room. If you have anything needing repaired please just pop in and visit
us. Some of the items we can help repair include cuddly toys, computers, bikes, clothing and
PAT testing items.

Our Swap Shops run with the school terms and we will be hosting 1 each term. All Swap Shops

are held in the Pitmedden Hall. How does the Swap Shop work? We have 1 day allocated to

‘dropping off’ items, it will always be the Friday between 12noon and 7pm. Only visit us on the

Friday if you have items to drop off, although you can pick up items at the same time. The

Saturday, Sunday and Monday are for picking up items only, the aim is reusing as much as we

can within our community.

£
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. &
A family run business committed to providing a
high quality service at reasonable prices on all
makes and models of cars and vans.

q

All vehicle repairs cars, commercials and classic cars

Commercial 6 weekly inspections or any schedule you need

0 Air conditioning service and recharge 0
Tel: 01651 851833

info@dinneswoodgarage.co.uk

www.dinneswoodgarage.co.uk

o
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Saturday, we encourage you to pick up items for yourself, friends and family. Sunday we
encourage you to also pick up items for local community groups, organisations, charities. Would
you like to be a Swap Shop partner? - If you are collecting items for community groups,
organisations or charities please let us know when you visit the Swap Shop so we can add you to
our partners list. ltems we accept are: clothing, toys, crockery, accessories, books, jigsaws, pet
stuff, china and footwear. The Swap Shop is one initiative that helps contribute to UCA’s purpose
of addressing climate change. We have an Udny Swaps Facebook page where you can find out
everything about the forthcoming swaps.

We hope you have a very Merry Sustainable Christmas and if you are interested in fighting climate
change in your community or you're passionate about the environment, then please get in touch or
feel free to pop into our next Udny Climate Action meeting and find out more. All our meetings
take place in The Medan Centre, Quarry Room. Contact: climate action _admin@udny.org

&S e B ¢
SWAP SHOP 2026

Dates for your diary
POP INTO PITMEDDEN HALL
FRIDAY - 12NOON-7PM

SATURDAY & SUNDAY - 10AM-2PM
MONDAY 9AM-TPM

February - Fri 20, Sat 21, Sun 22, Mon 23

Posi Christmas Cleasr Owtl

June-Fri5, Sat 6, Sun7, Mon 8

Gl ready Tor Swmemee!

September - Fri 25, Sat 26, Sun 27, Mon 28

Gt rapddy for Hallwaen & Winner
Movember - Fri 20, Sat 21, Sun 22, Mon 23
Gt pesdy For Chriatmasd
We will accept donations Friday, 12neon-7pm
Soturday; Sunday and Monday is for pick up oniy.

Thir Swap Shaop is fer everyone. 1t is abowt sharing and reusing
and reducing waste in our community. Share the [tems you nog
longer use or want with athers in the community

GlH |I'| lhuﬂ‘h u'lhh.l_u'.lhnllll'.‘rltghlﬂl e & thealgh rul.ul:&-:'lb "Ly 'E-Mﬂ.'rh




PROFESSIONAL FRAMING SOLUTIONS

19 COLLIESTON ROAD, BRIDGE OF DON, ABERDEEN AB22 8WP

& G puttsng imall £ lafge e

» Sirimming B edging

lm

# Shruls trimming & hadge trimming

* Slurmp grinding & wood chipping

o Treg work

# Gengral tigy up

» Comtrict work sha sveilsble & much mane

Call e on MG 075104 1650

Emait et ingmaitence Bomal.com

Find us oni ﬂ

Kirsty Boak_

mirviyatypourfingsiga Eintyatpourfingemipetam

Opening Hours

Peeday 1 am-3pm & Tpem-9-30pm
Ty F I0ain: Ipim
Wednesday 11am-3pm & Tpm-2:20pm
Thisrsday P30 3pm & Tpm-P-J0pm
Friday 1 1am-Jpm & T %:30pm

fo
Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : December 2025 - March 2026 eé




E WATSON JOINERY

QUALITY JOINERY SOLUTIONS | DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

+ Kitchens « Bathrooms « Hardwood & Laminate Flooring
+ Extensions * Windows & Doors * Decking Fencing & Gates
+ Fascias, Soffits and Gutters « Staircases ¢ Bespoke Woodturning

All Joinery work undertaken. If the service you are looking for isn't listed above then please don't hesitate to contact us...

14 Gordon Crescent | Methlick | Aberdeenshire AB41 7DH
T 07854 105608 | E info@ewatsonjoinery.com | www.ewatsonjoinery.com

o
& Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : December 2025 - March 2026 51




Hairdressing in the comfort
of your own home.

15+ years experience
in all aspects of hairdressing

|

IX
Call Colin for a professional response...
T: 01651851395  Keep it Local!




[ ]
Web Design . Print . Graphic Design

X . X &
You want to see a sample of our work? -ﬂ: ¥ m ERRY$ 4
You're looking at it!
We are proud to have been CH R lSTmHS
entrusted with the
Pre-Press Design & Print

of this publication for the
TBC Quarterly Newsletter. ’

SORF

DUE TO A‘; l'n AKING '. o !i'

URICA BE AUDR )

ARTIER - r e

EVERYTHING FOR PRINT LT ;
FOR PRINTING EVERYTHING
EVERYTHING FOR DESIGN

FOR DESIGNING EVERYTHING w v

——

DESICNED FOR

COERILE. N RULE-BREAKERS

TARVES

ww'w. beliybubblepop.com

[
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. D & T Ritchie Cann) Litd
Paint & Bodyurmnh Repains

- Dench Ritchie

',: Tloath Lagichion

. Udny

| &llon

- 651 B43120 s 07714375770

xJR-23&

PAIMTING DECORATING & SPRAYIMNG

:Paintmg & Decorating - Spraying Specialist - Kitchen Respray
Wallpapering - PVCU Spraying - Furniture Respray

Jack Ritchi

:ﬂ?Bdl 455330
:jr23pd@gmail.cnm




Contact your local Simming Word Consaltant and. ="
Join a Frimndby and supsr-supportive groep today!

ELLON
The Royal British Legion,
Station Road, AB41 9AY

New and returning members welcome!

Call Pearl 07891 494768

Slimming
slimmingworld.co.uk

Iocheng ok, changing s

o
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ANMLG®

ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD

DOMESTIC ® COMMERCIAL ® INDUSTRIAL

At AMIGO we have over 10 years experience in all types of electrical work, working innovatively
and efficiently for our customers always ensuring the highest of standards.
Established in 2020, we offer services for all kinds of Electrical Installations.

Q“G -, Quality installations at Friendly prices
co“"p“qﬁs p?““ Operating in Aberdeenshire & surrounding areas
o 24/7-365 Emergency Call Out Service

i) 07826067029

-;AI" :565

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
Bemﬁms Office Refurbishment Motors
Hiaﬂ?t%%smm Lighting Design Machinery Supplies
aul ing . 5 A
In jon &Testing Certification Data Cal.aln'\g Fault Diagnosis
Panel Building Generators
EmergencyLighting Certification
PAT Testing Fire Alarms Solar
Legionella Checks Ventilation PAT testing

info@amigoaberdeen.co.uk
waw.amigoaberdeen.co.uk

[
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Established 1999 Over 30 years experience

Local specialists in PVC
Fascias - Soffits - Cladding
Guttering - Dry Verge

Rotten Timber Removed
Also High Performance PVC Windows & Doors
in a choice of colours.
For a free estimate and survey call Stuart...

T:01888544314 M:07801 584588

E-mail stuart.scotclad@gmail.com
4 Main Street, Cuminestown AB53 5YJ

www.scot-clad.co.uk

—

F.RESL? Bnmmeunmmﬂm::mlmvu fomng

the largest O,
independent pest control business (

in the north of Scotland

Rats, Mice, Insects, Birds

Elecironic Fly Killers, Insect Screens

Industrial Cleaning, Washroom Service

L]
Fimamege

Presly Pest Control Ltd, Mains of Auquhorthies, Oldmeldrum,. AB51 0DQ
01651 851234  info@preslypestcontrol.com

~
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AL
yity insured Family Run;
Tiling Business With.
Veal fExpe' 1C¢
Viany Satisfied Custo

R p———

A local Aberdeenshire based company
specializing in domesti¢ high quality tiling,
wetroom and epoxy resin installation il:

All aspects of floor and wall tiling undertaken
from initial design to project completion.

We can aLso provide bespoke unique
epoL(y resin floors and rI}jlorktops for
both domestic and commercial premises.

TARVES ELITETILING *

WE HAVE YOU COVERED WITH OURTILES :
Call us now... 07715 300590

tarves-elite-tiling@hotmail.com

My Builder.com recommended.




Advertisers Index

Business Service Page Telephone
Aberdeen Arms Bar / Restaurant 14 01651 851214
AMH Services Air tightness testing 36 | 01358 761438
Amigo Electrical Electrician 57 | 07826 067029
Artier Design & Print Graphic & web design 53 | 01651851774
At your Fingertips Nail Salon 50 | 07837518794
Better Read Books Books and gifts 8 01358 729922
Betty Bubblepop T-shirt design 53 Wg\év")%?)t_tg’;?#b
Cafe48 Community Café 6 01651 842346
Claires Hair Design Hairdresser and Gift shop 8 01651 851658
Claymore Homes House Builder 34 V\mﬁgfsz
C & N Gardening Services Gardening services 50 | 07511442650
Jane & Amy Collinson Maths Tuition 42 01651 851233
Café - Ellon 01358 721946
Coffee Apothecary i Pitmedden 62 01651 842253
Diamond Sweeps Chimney sweep 18 07594 634409
Dinneswood Garage Vehicle repairs 48 | 01651 851833
Jim Dow Pest control 24 07778 579399
Michael Duncan Builders 2 01358 789562
Ecological Gardens All aspects of gardening 18 07496 480735
Jill Grant Hair stylist 52 | 01651 851465
Glengarioch Whisky distillery 32 | 01651873450
Grant Plumbing & Heating Oil heating specialists 64 07720 444718
Haddo Estate Firewood 24 01651 851664
Mark Harrison Plasterer 36 01358 761438
lan’s Autos Vehicle Repairs 26 07759 495250
Leigh Louise Decorating Painting, wallpapering etc 26 | 07983802710
Charlie Ligertwood Joiner 24 | 07889 770250
Wm Lobban Architectural design 16 07540 296145
Massie’s Gardening Services Landscaping, paving etc 50 07732663718
Massie’s Mechanical Services Vehicle repairs, MOTs etc 30 01651 851133
Edith McClelland Artist 36 07759 823914
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Michaels Mobile Tyres Tyre fitting and auto services 6 07796 827738
John S Middleton Electrician 24 01651 851662
Murly Tuck Café 28 | 01651851489
Presly Pest Control Pest control 59 01651 851234
Professional Framing Solutions Picture framing 50 07825 347865
D & J Ritchie Car bodyworks 55 | 01651843120
JR-23 (Jack Ritchie) Household spraying 55 07841455330
Rolfing - freedom from pain Pain relief 38 07827 667126
Scot-clad PVC products 59 01888 544314
Skelmuir Glazing Windows & doors 8 01771 705885
Slimming World Help to lose weight 56 07891 494768
Sorrells Taxis Taxi service 40 07887 556299
SPAR Tarves Local grocery store 43 01651 851208
Studio Broon Ltd Chartered Architect 20 | 07783118977
Tarves Elite Tilling Wall & floor tiling 60 07715 300590
Colin Taylor Slating and roofing 52 | 01651851395
Tolquhon Gallery Gallery 4 01651 842343
A Wallace Tree Surgery 12 07807 654202
E Watson Joinery Quality joinery solutions 50 07854 105608

Useful Contact Details

Ellon Foodbank Centre

07562 914986

Ellon Men’s Shed 01358 725849
Formartine Youth Project (FYP) carolinefyp@outlook.com

Inverurie Foodbank Centre 07967 364600
Melvin Hall Bookings J Reville 07807 280913

Tarves Brownies

Tarves Community Council
Tarves Development Trust
TBC Articles & advertising

Udny Climate Action

tarvesbrownies@gmail.com
tcc.chairman@tarves.org.uk
tdt@tarves.org.uk
tbc.editor@btinternet.com

01651 851112
07717 564607

climate_action_admin@udy.org

Royal Voluntary Service — for transport to appointments

Udny Community Trust

Udny Climate Action
Youth Hall Bookings

Ruth Cluness

climate_action_admin@udy.org
01651 851345

S Bichard

01224 937110/
07971 962428

01651 843776 /
07436 811759
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15% OFF BAGS
OF BAUBLE WARMER*

TAP.<IE THIS ADVERT INTO OUR CAFES
OR USE CODE 'LOCALLY-WARMED'
ON OUR WEBSHOP

" .DON'T DRIN
AVERAG

COFFEE
3 THIS
CHRISTI\/IAS

*oncethetoffee is released around late November.
Atthe timeof writing, the raw coffee is on a boat
coming fresh and straight from Jhoan Ricardo's
farm in Colombia to our coffee roastery in Udny

THECOFFEEAPOTHECARY.CO.UK




Oil Boilers Serviced
& Commissione@I

Oil Tank Suppl ] n‘[ﬁﬁl
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4
6\
/

CONTACT US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Thornhill, Pitmedden, Aberdeenshire AB41 7PE = '
t : 07720 444718 ;
féﬁf ,

e : info@grantplumbingandheating.co.uk
w : www.grantplumbingandheating.co.uk C10496 502173




