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Advent and Christmas services 
These were well attended especially the Christmas Eve all age service.  We are very grateful to 
all those who helped with the Lessons and Carols at Pitmedden.  Caroline Brown, Youth 
Worker, did a great job leading on Christmas Eve an evening enjoyed by many families. 
 
Special services 
On Thinking Day in February, we welcomed Tarves Brownies and Guides when they renew 
their promises and tell us more about the year’s theme. 
On Friday 7 March, the World Day of Prayer will be in Tarves Kirk.  This is a service lead by Mid 
Formartine Guild. 
 
3 April Palm Sunday service will be in Pitmedden Kirk  
20 April Easter Sunday service in Tarves Kirk 
There is a service in Methlick on Good Friday. 
 
Vacancy matters 
Unfortunately, we are still in a vacancy.  Our sole nominee withdrew as she felt she was no 
longer called to our parish.  Undaunted we will re-elect a Nominating Committee and seek 
God’s guidance in the search for the right person to take us forward. 
We are very fortunate in having Rev Alastair Bruce of Ellon Parish Church as our Interim 
Moderator.  His advice and support has been invaluable. 
 
Retirement 
Alvan Milne has retired after 31 years of service as Church Officer in Pitmedden.  He has 
served diligently, with his wife Muriel’s support, carrying out the task much of which is unseen.  
Alfie Marr spoke eloquently about Alvan’s dedication to the job one that may need a team of 
folk to do what he did!  Rev Stella Campbell, presbytery clerk, presented Alvan with a long 
service certificate and Muriel received a bouquet of flowers.  We are very grateful to Alun and 
Margaret Walker who have stepped to fill the gap. 
 
W G Massie Funeral Director 
Many of you will know by now that our community is losing one of its long-standing family 
businesses.   The business was established in 1945 by Billy Massie’s father.  Billy took over 
from his father, ably supported by his wife Helen.  Their daughter Maureen joined them and the 
family continued to provide the compassionate, discreet, and efficient service that we became 
accustomed to.   Many of you will have had to use their services and will know from experience 
the couthy way they took grieving families through this difficult process. 
I have had the privilege of working with them over the years and I always knew I could rely on 
their professional, calm demeanour.   
 
Formartine Parish Church wishes to extend our sincere gratitude to the Massies.  I am sure you 
will want to join us in wishing them every blessing at what will be a time of mixed feelings as 
this family business closes. 
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Progress of the project

Barthol C hapel C ommunity
Hub

Regular  Events 

News from

SC IO  SC O 52937

Thank you to the C hurch of Scotland for  allowing us to use the building in the meantime. If you want to be sure
to know about events, more are always being planned, please become a member of the hub using the Q R code

above or  message us at 

info@bartholchapelhub.org

 Music C afe - first Sunday of the month 2pm
C ommunity C afe - second Saturday of the month 10  - 11.30 am

Youth C afe - mid month on a Wednesday 3.30  - 5.30 pm
Book gr oups - 2pm second Tues of the month, 7pm second Wed of the month

C r aft gr oup - 7pm third Thursday of the month
G ames gr oup - 7pm last Monday of the month

C limate Action gr oup and Music gr oup for  playing together  being set up

O ccasional Events
Late March, date TBC  -  Talk by local person about diving adventur es

Saturday 26th April - Sheena Blackhall in concert - Dor ic ver se, stor ies and singing
Saturday 17th May - Plant Sale - please donate your seedlings, cuttings etc of both

indoor and outdoor plants and come to buy others

Many thanks to Awards for  All for  funding which has allowed us to 
continue expanding our events throughout the winter  months and to 

Fyvie C oop for  donating refreshments. 
We will be putting our application in to The Scottish Land Fund for  funding towards the

purchase of the building in March. We have now had all the relevant surveys done
(t hanks to a generous donation from a trust that wishes to remain anonymous) and

are just putting the finishing touches to the business plan, that we have to submit along
with our application. We expect to find out whether we have been successful in June. 

Thank you to all who came to the consultation or  gave us feedback online to 
help with this. We are also looking for  other  funding to complement this. 

B ec ome a member us ing this  QR  c ode or
email at the bottom of  the page - all welcome

 - all welcome

Find us on facebook at 
Barthol C hapel 

C ommunity Hub 
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M : 07796 827738    info@michaelsmobiletyres.co.uk

www.michaelsmobiletyres.co.uk

Professional, Speedy Response
Throughout Aberdeen & Grampian

MOBILE TYRE FITTERS
And AUTO SERVICES

• Same day / Next day / Weekend service

•  Puncture repairs
•  Light bulb replacement / Wipers

•  Brakes inspection & replacement

•  Shocks & springs

•  Car, Van & 4x4 tyres

•  Locking wheelnut removal

•  

•  Battery check & replacement

•  Tyre rotation

•  Mechanical services

Winter tyres �tted
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  2024 �nished with some enthusiastic carol 
singing at Hanover, a visit from Father 
Christmas and a very enjoyable trip to see 
Robin Hood at Inverurie Panto: 160 
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers, 
Leaders and family members had a great 
evening. 

 
This term is all about celebrating ‘World Thinking Day’ – a very signi�cant date in the Guiding 
and Scouting calendar as it is the joint birthday of our founder Lord Baden Powell and his wife 
Lady Baden Powell (First World Chief Guide). World Thinking Day is recognised as a day of 
international friendship and we were proud to be part of the Thinking Day Service in Tarves Kirk 
on Sunday 23rd February looking at all that has changed regarding uniforms and badges over 
the years but the strong values and our promise that remain at the centre of Girl Guiding and 
link us with our Guiding sisters around the world.  

We have spent time ‘travelling’ to each of our �ve World Centres, collecting stamps in our 
passports and learning about Guiding and traditional activities from India, Mexico, Ghana, 
Switzerland and England.  The henna tattoos were very popular. 
 
We are looking forward to making pancakes for Shrove Tuesday, celebrating International 
Happiness Day and a much-anticipated trip to Haddo Children’s Theatre’s production of Bugsy 
Malone, starring many of our members.   
 

1st Tarves Brownies (for girls aged 7-10) meet on a Wednesday evening 6.15-7.30pm at 
Tarves Primary School. Please email Tarvesbrownies@gmail.com for further information or 

check out www.girlguiding.org.uk
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DIAMOND CHIMNEY SWEEPS LTD
Master Chimney Sweep

Traditional and Rotary Power Sweeping
CCTV and Pressure Integrity Testing

Solid fuel stove appliance Service and Maintenance

John Stone 07594634409 
Email john@diamondsweeps.com

www.diamondsweeps.com
Membership Number 0002205

Qualified
Chimney Sweep
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The last few months have been very busy for the Shed. 
 
The new mechanical workshop has been busy 
refurbishing bikes and renovating a 1985 Royal Enfield 
Bullet 500cc motorbike.  This was very generously 
donated to us and has been restored to a high standard 

(photo) by Shed members and is now available for purchase (please contact us 
ellonmensshed@gmail.com) if you are interested.  Sustrans have also held two bike 
maintenance training classes at the Shed and we expect more to take place later this year. 
 
We have been very fortunate to receive two significant funding grants.  Thanks to people voting 
for us, we received £18,903 for the installation of solar panels and a linked battery system.  This 
should be installed (along with some related electrical modifications) in mid-March.  This should 
save us between 25% and 50% of our electricity costs and contribute to a reduction in our 
carbon footprint.  We are received £7500 from the Community Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Fund (round 4) to support our mechanical workshop and our running costs in 2025.  We also 
were delighted to receive £500 from Greens in Ellon from their Christmas collection and a very 
generous donation of £2,000 from the crew of the Ocean Endeavour’s Christmas raffle. 
 
Two of the Shed members are progressing with their SQA qualifications to further support IT 
training.  We are now offering 3D-printing training courses to Shed members.   
 
Despite the weather, the Shed’s Pétanque Club continued meeting on Thursday afternoons.  
Please see our Facebook page for announcements about future meeting times.  If you are 
interested, please get in touch. 
 
The woodworking workshop continues to be busy with Shedders making/refurbishing chairs, 
benches, water toys and mud kitchens for local schools, bird boxes and hedgehog feeding 
stations, wood turning and fantastic Vespa scooters for toddlers.  The CNC router has been 
used to make plaques, house signs, memorials for pets (photo) and miniature specialist tables 
for bonsai trees (photo).  All these items are available to order and designs can me modified as 
needed. 
 
In mid-January we held meetings to discuss the possibility of starting a ‘Women’s Shed’.  The 
meetings were very well attended, and a small working group is now progressing the idea.  The 
Men’s Shed will carry on being run as a social/hobby place for men.  The underpinning need for 
a dedicated men’s shed hasn’t changed.  But we have a very well-equipped facility that is only 
open 3 days out of 7.  We are frequently asked if women can use the Shed.  Combining these 
two facts has led us to consider a women’s shed running in parallel with the men’s shed. 

We are open for new members to join the Men’s Shed (membership is free).  Many are of the 
opinion that men need to be ‘good at DIY’, using  

Ellon and District Men’s Shed

(continued on Page 15)
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 TOLQUHON 
 GALLERY

www.tolquhon-gallery.co.uk

Original art in a unique setting beside Tolquhon Castle 
Paintings, Sculpture, Ceramics, Glass, Wood, Jewellery

Tolquhon, Tarves, Ellon, AB41 7LP   |  01651 842343  |  art@tolquhon-gallery.co.uk
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(continued from Page 13)

machines etc. to enjoy the Shed – this isn’t true.  We welcome those who want to socialise, 
have a chat, play cards, browse the internet, read a book, as much as we welcome those who 
want to get stuck into the workshop or garden.  We have plenty of projects for men to get 
involved in, plus the new hobby spaces, new jigsaws, computers and plenty of board games 
and tea/coffee and biscuits.  We’d also welcome those who would like to be involved in the 
administrative side of the shed (IT, secretarial, financial etc.). 

The Shed is there for men who may be feeling low, lonely and/or isolated.  This can particularly 
be the case after bereavement, redundancy, retirement, or family breakups.  We offer a safe, 
friendly environment for men to get back on their feet again.  

If you are interested in visiting the Shed and becoming a member, we would love to see you –
we are open 10am-4pm on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.  Please check our website 
(www.ellonmensshed.org) and Facebook (facebook.com/EllonMensShed) for updates on 
opening times etc...
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(Continued on Page 19)
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Aisling Cottage, Uppermill,  Tarves. AB417NP

Now taking bookings for Hen and 
small pet boarding! 

Call/message:
07584431141

Visit: 
aislinganimals.co.uk

 
 

 
 

T: 07759 495250

• Full Vehicle Diagnostics
• Servicing & Repairs
• Tyres, Exhausts & Batteries
• Brakes Inspection & Supply
• MOT Preparation

ianskene341@gmail.com

RUG 789G

IAN’S AUTOS 
TARVES 

 

Preparation
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(Continued from Page 17)
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 - INFO@JR23SPRAYING.COM

 - 07841455330

 - @JR23SPRAYING

WINDOWS - DOORS - KITCHEN RESPRAYING - PVCU SPRAYING 

JR-23
S P R A Y I N G  

Jack Ritchie  North Logierieve  Udny  AB41 7RN

MobileGarden Design -  Fencing – Slabbing  – Tur�ng
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130mm x 190mm

  65mm x   90mm
130mm x   90mm
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Wednesday - Saturday  •   9am - 4pm
Sunday          • 10am - 4pm
Monday - Tuesday            •  Closed
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 Tree Felling 

 Crown Reduction/thinning/lifting  

 Dismantling 

 Hedge Maintenance 

 Firewood 

 Emergency Call out  

 

Tel: 07807654202 

Email: Wallacetrees@outlook.com        

•
•

•
•
•
•
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CLAIRE’S
HAIR DESIGN

& BEAUTY

NEW GIFT SHOP
Now Open In Tarves Village

Tolquhon Avenue, Tarves, AB41 7LW
T : O1651 851658

Please do pop in to view our
constantly changing range of gift items.

No Hair Salon Appoinment needed

 

 

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Baby Showers etc

Wed 9.30 till 5, Thu 9.30 till 6, Fri 9.30 till 5
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Soak in the history of the 800-year old Cave Bar for lunch or dinner. Relax in the luxury 
of our dining domes with 360 degree views of the estate and Highland cows. Dinner in 
Pineapple Grill & Seafood Restaurant is all about the best producers, short food miles and 
championing the locality of each dish. Or our award-winning Pastry Chef creates the most 
amazing afternoon teas in the manor house and domes.

Meldrum House Country Hotel is the perfect 
choice for lunch, afternoon tea or dinner.

AN IDYLLIC LOCATION, A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE.

To book please visit our website at www.meldrumhouse.com



Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : March 2025
 31



 32 Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : March 2025



Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : March 2025
 33

 

 

 

 

Bottle flowers 

Y ou  a r e i n v i t ed  t o get  cr ea t i v e a n d  a dd  t o ou r            
Com m u n i t y  E a st er  G a r den  D i spla y                                

a t  T a r v es K i r k   
7t h A pr i l  – 25t h A pr i l    

For more information contact: carolinefyp@outlook.com 

You are invited to get creative and add to our
Community Easter Garden Display

at Tarves Kirk
7th April - 25th April
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Charlie Ligertwood
Rowan Cottage

3 Tree Road
Tarves, ELLON

AB41 7JY
Tel: 01651 851502 Mob: 07889 770250

Fax: 01651 851502

CHARLES LIGERTWOOD
JOINERS

Long-Established, Reliable Joiner

John S. Middleton

Electrical Contractor

Alan Middleton

4 The Square
Tarves
Ellon
AB41 7JW
Tel: 01651 851662
Fax: 01651 851527

Approved Contractor

● Moles

● Mice

● Rats

● Wasps

Domestic : Commercial :  Agricultural
          1 Balcairn Cottages
          Oldmeldrum, Inverurie
          Aberdeenshire AB51 0EU
             Tel:   01651 873699
             Mob: 07778 579369

enquiries@jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk
www.jimdowpestcontrol.co.uk

Jim Dow
Pest Control

● Moles

● Mice

● Rats

● Wasps

jimdowpestcontrol
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Tarves

Take a fresh
look...
Your local SPAR at the
heart of your community

Monday - Saturday 7am - 8pm
Sunday 7am - 6pm

All in your local          
The Square, Tarves, Ellon  AB41 7GXThere for you
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(Continued from Page 37)

AIR TIGHTNESS TESTING

Tel : 01358 761438
Arlene : 07766 433011
Mark : 07801 385980

www.amhservices.co.uk
info@amhservices.co.uk

Tarves, Ellon, Aberdeenshire AB41 7LX

Tel : 01358 761438
Mark : 07801 385980

Cairnhill Bothy, Tarves, Ellon

Plastering Services

Mark      Harrison

Domestic & Commercial
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Bar  •  Restaurant  •  Rooms  •  Takeaways
T : 01651 851214

/aberdeenarms1810

Monday - Thursday  •  5pm-9pm
Friday - Saturday  •  Noon-2pm & 5pm-9pm

Sunday  •  Noon-8pm 



Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : March 2025
 41

www.dinneswoodgarage.co.uk

Air conditioning service and recharge

Tel: 01651 851833
info@dinneswoodgarage.co.uk

 

 

All vehicle repairs cars, commercials and classic cars 

Servicing and general maintenance 

MOT preparation and testing

Commercial 6 weekly inspections or any schedule you need 

KEEPING

YOU ON 

THE MOVE
REPAIRSSERVICINGMOTs

Tyres, wheel alignment, and tyre pressure warning light repairs

A family run business committed to providing a
high quality service at reasonable prices on all

makes and models of cars and vans.
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HAIR BY JILL GRANT

Call Jill Grant on
T: 01651 851465                  M: 07790 336121

Hairdressing in the comfort 
of your own home.

15+ years experience 
in all aspects of hairdressing

COLIN TAYLOR

Call Colin for a professional response...
T: 01651 851395           Keep it Local!

Slating and Roofing work you can trust by

Ivy Cottage, 32 Duthie Road, Tarves AB41 7JX
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RAILWAY  STATIONS HELIPORTS GOLF CLUBS WEDDINGSNIGHT OUT            AIRPORTS

TO AND FROM TARVES & BEYOND!
C A I R N L E I T H  F A R M   Y T H A N B A N K   E L L O N  A B 4 1  7 U B

 
P H O T O  C O U R T E S Y  -  T H E  H O U S E  O F  S C H I V A S  E S T A T E

booking@sorrellstaxis.com

Maestro
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Edith McClelland dip.USWA WSCI AAS

Original art is the ultimate gift
Commission your own with award winning local Tarves-based artist

Contact me for a friendly no-obligation chat and quotation
Email: paintwith@gmail.com ~ Mobile:07759 823 914

irishartistathome.blogspot.com ~ edithmcclelland.com (under construction)
Blank Art Note Cards  are available at The Murly Tuck Cafe, Tarves AB41 7GX
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Aspen Cottage Studio,
Tarves,

Aberdeenshire
AB41 7JY

Studio: 01224 390689
Home: 01651 851774
Mobile: 07866 771144
info@artier.co.uk

You want to see a sample of our work?    You’re looking at it!
We are proud to have been entrusted with the Design & Print
of this publication for Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter.

UNBEATABLE NEW BUSINESS START UP 
OR BUSINESSES RE-BRANDING PACKAGES

Website Design (Hosting Arranged), Stationery, Flyers, Folded Brochures,
Business Cards, Postcards, PVC & Pop Up Banners, Advertising,

Stapled Booklets, Logo Design, Gift Vouchers, NCR Sets, 
Editable PDF Forms, Magazines, Corporate Clothing & Gifts...

Web Design        •       Print       •        Graphic Design

Design 
  & Print

Everything for Print for Printing Everything  •  Everything for Design for Designing Everything

www.artier.co.uk
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Do you struggle with Maths?  Are you flummoxed by
algebra or bamboozled by calculus?

Gain confidence with our personalised tutoring experience
for all levels of Maths in a patient and relaxed environment.

No question too trivial.

Email or phone today to book your first lesson, and let us
help you succeed

'*Online tuition available*'

Jane & Amy Collinson craigdammaths@gmail.com
01651 851233 PVG registered and DBS checked
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www.amigoaberdeen.co.uk
info@amigoaberdeen.co.uk

At AMIGO we have over 10 years experience in all types of electrical work, working innovatively
and e�ciently for our customers always ensuring the highest of standards.

Established in 2020, we o�er services for all kinds of Electrical Installations.

T : 07826 067029

DOMESTIC
Rewires

Heating Systems
Fault �nding

Inspection & Testing Certi�cation
Solar

New  Builds
PAT Testing

Legionella Checks

INDUSTRIAL
Motors

Machinery Supplies
Fault Diagnosis

Generators
Certi�cation

Solar
PAT testing

COMMERCIAL
O�ce  Refurbishment

Lighting Design
Data Cabling

Panel Building
Emergency Lighting

Fire Alarms
Ventilation

COVERING

THE TARVES &

BARTHOL CHAPEL

AREAS

24/7-365

WE ARE NOW A 

BPEC QUALIFIED

SOLAR PANEL

& AIR SOURCE

HEAT PUMP 
INSTALLER

Quality installations at Friendly prices 
 Operating in Aberdeenshire & surrounding areas 24/7-365 Emergency Call Out Service
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www.scot-clad.co.uk

T : 01888 544314       M : 07801 584588
E-mail  stuart.scotclad@gmail.com

4 Main Street, Cuminestown  AB53 5YJ

Established 1999     Over 30 years experience

Local specialists in PVC

Guttering - Dry Verge
Rotten Timber Removed

Also High Performance PVC Windows & Doors
in a choice of colours.

For a free estimate and survey call Stuart...

 SCOT   CLAD
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 A local Aberdeenshire based company 
specializing in domestic high quality tiling,
 wetroom and epoxy resin installation.  

All aspects of �oor and wall tiling undertaken 
from initial design to project completion. 

We can also provide bespoke unique 
epoxy resin �oors and worktops for 
both domestic and commercial premises.

TARVES ELITE TILING
WE HAVE YOU COVERED WITH OUR TILES

Fully Insured Family Run 
Tiling Business With.

Years Of Experience And 
Many Satis�ed Customers.

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES.

Call us now...  07715 300590
tarves-elite-tiling@hotmail.com
My Builder.com recommended.



Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : March 2025
 57



 58 Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : March 2025



 63 
Tarves & Barthol Chapel Newsletter : December 2024 
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C A F E S IN UDNY & ELLON

www.theco�eeapothecary.co.uk

NOW ROASTING OUR OWN COFFEE
 

AVAILABLE IN OUR CAFES 
& ON OUR WEBSITE
 

FROM UDNY WITH LOVE

Udny, AB41 7PQ
01651 842253

21 The Square, Ellon
01358 721946
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t: 01651 842332 / 01651 842849
m: 07720 444718
e: info@grantplumbingandheating.co.uk
w: www.grantplumbingandheating.co.uk

 • KITCHENS  • BATHROOMS
• BOILER CHANGES  • CENTRAL HEATING

CONTACT US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

C10496 502173

Thornhill, Pitmedden, Aberdeenshire AB41 7PE
t   : 07720 444718
e  : info@grantplumbingandheating.co.uk
w : www.grantplumbingandheating.co.uk 

GRANT

YOUR OIL HEATING SPECIALISTS

PLUMBING

HEATING
&

Oil Boilers Serviced
& Commissioned

Oil Tanks Supplied & Fitted


